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Welcome to the Holden R-III School District “Year in Review” 
publication. We would like to provide information about the Holden 
School District and the many offerings being provided. We are proud 
of our schools and are truly honored by the support of our “Holden 
Eagle” community. 

Holden R-III School District
We Enter to Learn, We Leave to Achieve

The Holden R-III School District was established in 1882. The school 
district is located in both Johnson and Cass Counties in Missouri. The 
District covers a total of 208.2 square miles. The Holden School District 
operates the “Eagles Nest” Early Childhood Center, a K-5 Elementary 
School, 6-8 Middle School and a 9-12 High School. The school buildings 
reside on one campus located on the south side of town in Holden. 
Holden is located 40 minutes south and east of Lee’s Summit. The 
District has strong community ties which allow many positive 
partnerships with the many supportive businesses and faith based 
organizations throughout the school district.   

The Holden School District serves approximately 1,200 students, 
grades K-12, offering each student a rigorous curriculum which prepares 
graduates to be competitive in the future. The Holden School District 
continues to be a leader in public education. The District works to 
provide a strong education that is forward thinking while also being 
centered around the essential skills every child needs to know to be a 
productive citizen both now and in the future. We hope you find this 
information enclosed to be informative and insightful.

Sincerely, 



The Holden R-III Foundation, established in 2005, formed to enhance the educational 
experience for all learners in the Holden R-III School District. The Foundation plays a 
special role in supporting public education by enabling our school district and its teachers to 
get what is needed to help our students learn to their highest capability. The money the 
Foundation raises goes directly to our district and the students in our community for critical 
areas of need—classroom enrichment, technology, arts, senior college scholarships. 
Through teacher grants, scholarships and directed donations, the Foundation promotes 
excellence and supports the innovations that make our great school system, even better. 
Support of the Foundation helps to:
• Encourage academic excellence for all students in the Holden R-III School District.
• Promote student and educator leadership and achievement
• Provide resources, facilities and technology that expand classrooms.
• Endorse a quality learning environment for each student and our community
The Holden R-III School Foundation is a tax-free entity that can enhance student endeavors 
in many ways; from providing support to existing groups to administering scholarships and 
grants. Contributions may include pledges, memorials, tributes of any amount, and financial 
support of fundraising activities. The Holden R-III Foundation is a 501c (3) corporation and 
all donations are tax-deductible. Perhaps one of the best aspects of your support is that 
your contribution will directly affect the learning opportunities of students in the Holden R-III 
School District because your dollar stays right here in Holden.
You can make a difference! Your generous support enables the Foundation to make a 
positive impact on every child’s education here in our community. The Foundation Board is 
very grateful for all of our donors, members, and community advocates for their generosity 
and commitment. Your support truly makes a difference for our students in every school in 
the District, every day. 
The Foundation looks forward to further collaboration with our community and supporters, 
while encouraging those who aren’t involved with Foundation yet to get to know us and the 
students, teachers, and schools that benefit from our steadfast commitment to educational 
excellence.
There is always something you can do to help! To find out what that is, please call Central 
Office at (816)850-4444. Please visit our webpage at www.holdenschools.org/foundation or 
you may contact us at foundation@holden.k12.mo.us

Holden R-III School Foundation

Here are ways you can help:  

* Become a member 
* Make a contribution 

* Establish a memorial, pledge or tribute   
* Assist with fundraisers 

Holden R-III School Foundation  
Membership Recognition Levels: 

  Friend      $50.00 
 Family    $100.00 
Founder $500.00 

*Membership dues are annual

Problem Solving Team, The Holden Middle 

School Problem Solving Team participated in the 

Future Problem Solving Program International 

Conference held at the University of Iowa. Fifty-

two junior teams from twenty-eight states and 

seven other countries took part in the competition.  

Holden students were recognized at the closing 

Awards Ceremony and awarded ninth place of the 

fifty-two teams.

Future Problem Solving Program International 

teaches students how to think, not what to think.  

Through the program, students learn a six step 

process of evaluating and solving possible future 

problems. Students are given a specific topic to 

research prior to the competition. The day of the 

competition they are given a scenario that takes 

place 20-30 years in the future. Using creativity 

and critical thinking skills, students then complete 

the six steps of problem solving within a two hour 

time limit. Students are also required to create and 

perform a skit based on their action plan after 

completing the problem booklet.  

The Holden team qualified for international 

competition by placing second at the Missouri 

State Future Problem Solving Bowl held in 

Columbia, Missouri.  

Students in Action

Thank you for supporting our students in the Holden R-III School District!



Holden R-III School District Financial Report

Local: 
The Holden R-III School District receives local revenue based on a local tax rate of 
$3.75 for operating and $0.84 for debt service. This means a local tax payer pays 
$4.59 per $100 assessed valuation for the local school district. Debt service funds 
are used to pay bond issue payments, much like a homeowner would have a 
mortgage payment. Operating funds are used to run the district. Local funding 
provides about $4.5 million of the District’s total revenues.  

The District also receives other local funds from the counties through fines and 
fees as well as utilities. The Holden R-III School District has a majority of the 
District in Johnson County, but also has a footprint in Cass County as well. The 
District receives some revenue from each county, but these amounts change from 
year to year.

State:
The largest revenue source for the District is comes from the State. The State of 
Missouri uses an elaborate formula to calculate the amount of funding that is to be 
appropriated to each school district in the State. The education formula provides 
revenue in two ways. The first method is through “The Formula”. The formula is 
designed to provide revenue based on the average cost it takes to educate a 
student at the top performing school districts in the state. This average creates an 
amount called the “adequacy target”. This “adequacy target” amount is designed 
to raise with inflation and keep the education formula current. The state formula 
uses the “adequacy target” amount and then multiplies that by a school district’s 
average daily attendance rate. This then provides a revenue amount that each 
school district is to receive each school year. There are some other factors that do 
come into play such as Free and 
Reduced lunch percentages, 
Summer School, Transportation, as 
well as a few other areas, but in 
general student attendance is the 
biggest driver of state revenue. 

The second area of state funding 
comes from the “Classroom Trust 
Fund”. The classroom trust funds 
are from the state gaming system, 
i.e. riverboats and lottery funds. The 
classroom trust fund provides about 
4% of the district’s state funding each 
year. 

Over the past several years, the 
State legislature has not fully funded 
the education funding formula as 
designed. During this same time the Holden School District has dropped in overall 
enrollment by over 200 students. The loss in enrollment in combination with state 
legislators cutting education funding has created some difficult financial issues over 
the past several years. The Holden R-III School District has reduced its budget by 
over $1.5 million over the past 5 years to meet these challenging financial times. 
The future budget outlook continues to look challenging as legislators continue to 
choose other avenues for state revenue.

Federal:
Another revenue source for the District comes through federal dollars. The issue 
with federal dollars is they tend to be funds that are specified to particular areas 
such as, Title I or Special Education, and are not generally funds that can be used 
to meet general district needs.

The Holden School District is grateful for the support 
shown by the Holden community as they approved the 
no-tax increase bond issue in April of 2014, allowing 

several improvements throughout the district.

Thank you for your support!

The Holden R-III School District has an operating budget of a approximately 
$13 million. The District receives funds from three main sources: local, state, 
and federal. 



District Facilities
Through community support the Holden R-III School District works 

to provide students with safe and inviting facilities. 

Visiting the District 
Thank you for your support



Early Childhood Center
EAGLES NEST

Eagles Nest
Early Childhood Center

Holden School District is proud to announce the opening of the new building for Eagles Nest 
Preschool. Our innovative preschool program offers year-round care and education for pre-
kindergarten students. We offer a certified teacher who provides a rich curriculum focused on 
problem solving and critical thinking with structured learning experiences designed to fit the 
needs of all students. With the state adoption 
of the Missouri Learning Standards we have 
redesigned our curriculum and offer small 
group balanced literacy, guided math, 
scientific exploration, and social development. 
Our daily routines consist of well-defined 
learning centers that integrate multiple 
content areas. Our students are equipped 
with access to mobile technology which will 
launch their learning and provide a foundation 
for future technology standards. Students who 
attend Eagles Nest will be well prepared for 
their kindergarten adventure! 

Eagles Nest is located on our school campus 
which provides our students with access to multiple district resources such as a student- 

friendly library, indoor and outdoor play equipment 
and our school cafeteria. Our teachers are provided 
extensive professional development to stay 
updated with new ideas and expectations. Parents 
of our preschoolers will be provided with a quarterly 
kindergarten readiness grade card so they may 
monitor their child’s success. Speech and language 
therapy, physical therapy, and occupational therapy 
services are also provided for those who qualify. 

An integral component of our success is the 
partnership between our school and our families. 
Together we can nurture each student’s love of 

learning and celebrate the uniqueness of each 
student. We are excited for the opportunity to work with your child. For more information 
regarding our preschool, you may visit www.holdenschools.org or call 816-732-6071. 

Call to Sign up Today

816-732-6071



MIDDLE SCHOOL SCIENCE OLYMPIAD

“Science Olympiad is a great activity for those 

with an ambition to do many other fun science 

activities.”

Ethan Taylor

Science Olympiad Member, Holden Middle School

Mystery Skype is an educational game where students 

Skype with another classroom, somewhere in the world, 

and try to guess the location of the other class. This activity 

gives students an opportunity to get hands on in the area of 

Social Studies. Students use a variety of resources such as 

Google Maps, Google Earth, wall maps, an atlas and other 

resources to think of questions and narrow down the 

location of the other class. It is an educational experience 

that stretches students thinking to the max, and seems like 

a reward at the same time.

NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY
“In most opinions, including my own, 
National Honor Society is not considered 
an easily accessible organization where 
membership is taken lightly.  Instead, 
NHS is a group based on scholarship, 
service, leadership and character where 
being a member is special.”

Nathan Haun 
Vice President, Holden High School 

National Honor Society

SOAR Academy Learning leadership skills begins at 

a very young age at Holden Elementary. All students 

in grades K-5 participate in a leadership group. Each 

grade level has SOAR time once a week. Students 

meet during that time with their selected group.  

Leadership groups include art leaders, safety leaders, 

fitness leaders, technology leaders, peace makers, 

performance leaders, math leaders and student 

ambassadors. In their leadership groups, students are 

learning to perform a variety of duties. Leadership 

groups are responsible for the monthly SOAR 

assemblies. 

STUDENT COUNCIL

“As the associated student body for Holden High School, our 

job is to represent the student body fairly and set an example 

through leadership, teamwork and spirit.”
  Toalson Holt

Student Council President, Holden High School
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STUDENT AMBASSADORS

“Ambassadors act as the face of the institution. 
When athletic teams or patrons come to visit 
the school, we're sent out to meet and greet 
them and make a good impression on them. 
Basically, the school trusts us to be good 
representatives for its goals, values, and 
image.”

Katerina Schroeder
Student Ambassador, Holden High School

FCCLA

“FCCLA is valuable to our school because it 

holds a general responsibility of leadership.  

Many FCCLA students lead by the example 

they set for the entire student body and 

community.” Sam Yehle

FCCLA Member, Holden High School
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As a professional learning community, it is important that 
the district determine what students need to know and do 
and then determine how we will know if they have learned 
it. Standards-based grading is the way the district reports 
to parents/guardians how their student is performing in 
relation to the standards. This makes grades more 
meaningful and accurate.

What’s in a Grade ?

"Public education has made great strides in the past several years. We take 

great pride in the quality of teaching and learning happening in our 

classrooms. Our focus is identifying what students know and what needs to 

be done to address issues quickly to meet the needs of individual students.” 

Wade Schroeder,Superintendent 
Holden R-III School District

The Holden R-3 School District believes grades should reflect what students know and 
are able to do. The purpose of grades is to communicate achievement in relation to 
published learning outcomes. The district has identified the essential learning outcomes 
(objectives) for each course and has determined how each one will be measured. The 
essential learning outcomes are aligned to the Missouri Learning Standards and can be 
found on our school website at holdenschools.org  Student progress is reported to 
parents/guardians on each essential learning outcome at the end of each grading period. 
This gives parents/guardians more specific information on what their child knows and can 
do. It provides students with the knowledge of where they are in relation to meeting the 
learning outcomes so they can monitor their own improvement. 

Students in grades PreK-6 do not receive traditional letter grades. The PreK-6 report 
cards list the essential learning outcomes for each course and each outcome is marked 
“M” for mastered, “P” for partially mastered and “N” for not yet. Children who have not 
mastered an outcome receive additional instruction and are reassessed. Students 
continue to work on the outcomes partially or not yet mastered throughout the year and 
can achieve mastery at any point in time until the end of the school year. 

Students in grades 7-12 receive both a letter grade and a list of outcomes marked M, P or 
N for each course. Letter grades will be phased out for seventh graders in 2015-2016 and 
for eighth graders in 2016-2017. To help letter grades be more representative of student 
achievement, the district has developed grading guidelines for teachers to follow when 
calculating traditional letter grades of A,B,C, D or F. Oftentimes traditional grading 
practices include non-academic factors such as work ethic, timeliness and work 
completion. While these non-academic factors are important, the inclusion of these 
factors can distort the grade and may not clearly reflect what a student may know. These 
factors do not go into the grade; however, since these are important traits for students 
these skills are reported separately for each student at the PreK-8 levels as behavior and 
social skills.  

Example Progress Report



Holden  R-III  Alumni  Staff

Sandra&(Miller)&Abel&
Arline&(Shore)&Aldrich&
Skyler&Beaver*&
Ruth&(Wilson)&Brockhaus&
Emily&Brockhaus&
Julie&(Tuepker)&Brunner*&
Kari&(Baughman)&ColleD&
Trina&(Leonard)&Davidson&
Dusty&Davidson

Robin&(Holmes)&Eissler&
Una&(Perdue)&Eissler*&
Vickie&(Rinne)&Elkins&
Andrea&(Lovewell)&Evans&
Paige&(Fizer)&Farmer&
Tierra&Frazier&
Carrie&&Gilcrest*&
Linda&(Eissler)&Gilcrest&
Spencer&Gudde

Mike&&Hedrick&
Mike&Hough&
Carla&(Richman)&House&
Gylin&(Houx)&Huffman&
Beverly&(Shore)&Kephart&
Rusty&Kephart&
Becky&(Morrison)&Langston&
Dee&(Hough)&Livingston&
Connie&(Wolfe)&Lloyd

Debra&Magufee*&
Dennis&McCaskill&
Nancy&(Yoder)&McConville&
Ann&(Zvacek)&Miller&
KrisU&(Lysinger)&Miller*&
Karen&(White)&Parks&
Dee&(McCaskill)&Quinn&
PaDy&(McKeown)&Raker&
Glen&&Ralston*

Kathy&(Disney)&Staton*&
Debbie&(Hurr)&Taylor&
Tami&(Flora)&Thieman&
Shelli&(Matlock)&Tilden*&
Andrew&Wakeman&
Jenny&(Wilson)&Whitehead&

*Not$pictured

Karen&(Rinne)&Rigdon&
Debbie&(Holmes)&Riley&
David&Riley&
Brandy&(Harris)&Roberson&
Candy&(Simpson)&Shanley&
Tracy&(Steinbach)&Shumate&
Robyn&(Kephart)&&Sisk&
Terry&(Strate)&Sisk&
Karen&(Hutchinson)&Spilman*



As a grassroots, community-based program, we are creating partnerships and 
utilizing resources in the community with one common goal - to help our kids and 
to strengthen our families and our community. It’s about working together to 
respond to our students’ needs. Whether it’s a new or gently used 
pair of shoes or a winter coat, school supplies, food or 
volunteering time to mentor a child, every 
person who gives a little is 
h e l p i n g a l o t . 
Together we 
can use our 
resources to 
make a lasting 
impact. Together 
we can make  
a difference.

Bright Futures Holden 

It's not hard to make the argument that when children's basic needs are met, they are more 
likely to succeed in the classroom. Bright Futures was created with that premise in mind. By 
providing a simple framework for both school districts and communities to utilize when 
needs arise, Bright Futures helps students excel at school by quickly seeking to meet our 
students’ basic needs. 

Bright Futures Holden works within the Holden R-III School District to connect student 
needs with existing community resources. Bright Futures brings together businesses, 
human service agencies, faith-based organizations, and parent groups and partners them 
with our schools in a way that helps them to quickly and efficiently meet students’ basic 
needs – often within 24 hours.  This enables students and teachers to focus on education 
and achieving success. 

Bright Futures Holden works to create an environment where education is valued and 
responsibility for student success is shared. Bright Futures operates under the belief that 
when a community invests its time, talent, and treasure into its schools, students are more 
likely to stay in school through graduation, have a higher degree of self-worth and 
confidence, and set and reach goals for the future. In turn, these students grow up to be 
better neighbors, quality employees, and impactful leaders in their communities.

How Can I Help?

Are you interested in volunteering with Bright Futures? We are always looking 
for volunteers who would like to donate their “time, talent, and treasure” to help 
children.  The possibilities are endless! Our volunteer options are customizable 
to your interests, schedule and abilities.

Consider liking our Facebook page, Bright Futures Holden, or following along 
on Twitter.  You can visit our website at holdenschools.org/brightfutures as 
well. We also have an email alert list so that people know about needs, 
donations, and upcoming events.  Send an email with the subject “Subscribe” 
to brightfutures@holden.k12.mo.us to join the list.  



The Future of Public Education

Let your legislators know you support public education. Ask them 
what they are doing to make sure schools have the tools they 

need to educate your children for their future.

Denny Hoskins, 
Missouri State Representative
MO House of Representatives 
201 West Capitol Avenue
Room 301
Jefferson City MO 65101 
Phone: 573-751-4302 
E-Mail: Denny.Hoskins@house.mo.gov 

David Pearce, 
Missouri State Senator
201 W Capitol Ave., Rm. 227
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101
(573) 751-2272
FAX: (573) 526-7381
E-Mail: david.pearce@senate.mo.gov

The Holden R-III School District provides a modern progressive public education. 
Graduates of Holden High School have completed a rigorous curriculum of 28 
credits that requires four credits of both Math and Language Arts. Graduates have 
also completed a philanthropy project giving back to others and/or their community. 
Holden School District takes great pride in offering a highly skilled faculty and staff 
which utilize research-based teaching methods to meet the needs of all levels of 
learners. The District provides multiple levels of support which works to ensure that 
all students, that are willing to work, will find academic success. 

Meeting the Needs of the Future:
The Holden School District is working toward a goal of becoming a 1:1 school 
district. Meeting this goal would put a computer device in the hands of every 
student. We know that students need to be prepared for the future and to meet 
these demands means that the students of tomorrow must have these skills:

• Critical thinking and problem-solving            
• Collaboration across networks and leading by influence            
• Agility and adaptability            
• Initiative and entrepreneurialism            
• Effective oral and written communication            
• Accessing and analyzing information            
• Curiosity and imagination            

To obtain these skills, schools must continue to evolve to meet the needs. The use 
of computer devices must be more than an electronic typewriter. They must also 
be more than a tool for surfing the internet. The demands of the future require that 
students not only read, research and write, but also express emotions, thoughts 
and ideas in critical and innovative ways. Providing this next level of education will 
require tools of an even higher level. The education of today has seen great 
advancements in teaching over the last 10 years. During this same time the 
requirements and expectations of what students are required to learn have also 
increased.

The next 10 years are expected to add more requirements and expectations. The 
jobs of the future are unknown, but the demands for highly skilled, creative, 
flexible, motivated problem solvers are already seeing shortages. Holden School 
District continues to lead the way by providing a rigorous and demanding 
curriculum. The goal is to continue to provide students the skills they need to be 
successful members of the community and beyond.  

To meet the needs of students requires support for 
Public Education



Holden R-III School District Recycling Program

Classrooms:!Use 14 gal. tubs to collect all paper. !!!!
***Please use Plastic collection bottles for food safe plastic collection.*** 

Office Spaces:!Use Recycling containers to collect 
paper.

Kitchens:!Separate Cardboard, Tin, and Plastic into separate containers. !!
Broken down cardboard goes into wheeled Recycling bin. Tin and Plastic to be separated into bags.

Maintenance:!Maintenance crew will empty wheeled 
Recycling 
bins into 
Recycling 
collection 
truck. 
Located 
in district 
bus lot.

Recycling This?!!
Paper- Includes paper, cardboard, books, and magazines. 
***Blue collection bins for paper products only.***!Plastic- Includes only food safe plastic containers!Tin- Includes tin food cans!Aluminum- Includes aluminum beverage cans!
!

Sorry No Glass !!
It is critical that these items are separated into specific bins. It will take everyone to make this easy and successful. 

Custodial Service:!Custodians will work with each building’s recycling  collection plan to collect paper products into wheeled Recycling bins.
Custodial Service:!
Custodians will work with each building’s 

collection plan to collect plastic products. Empty bottles should be placed by the outside trash receptacles. 

School Faculty and Staff!Recycle at Home?:!Bring your home recycling to the collection 
truck located at the district bus lot. Gates open from 6:00 am to 4:30 pm week days. !
***Please help keep the truck organized***

Grounds Crew:!Grounds crew will collect plastic products 
and transport plastic to the Recycling collection truck. Located in district bus lot. 

Going Green
The Holden R-III School District is making an effort to reduce 

energy usage as well as bolstering the district recycling program. 

Visiting the District? 
Help us help the environment. 

Solar Arrays 

Generating electricity on each building. 

Everyone Pitching In!



Response to Intervention (RtI) is a multi-tiered approach to the early 
identification and support of students with learning and behavior needs. The 
RtI process begins with high-quality instruction and assessments of all 
children in the general education classroom. Every school in the Holden R-III 
School District has RtI structured into each day.

Struggling learners are provided with interventions at increasing levels of 
intensity to accelerate their rate of learning. These services may be provided 
by a variety of personnel, including general education teachers, special 
educators, and specialists.  

Progress is closely monitored to assess both the learning rate and level of 
performance of individual students. Educational decisions about the intensity 
and amount of time spent in interventions are based on individual student 
growth. This growth allows flexibility for students to move between tiers. RtI 
is designed for use when making decisions in both general education and 
special education, creating a well-integrated system of instruction and 
intervention guided by student data.

How does RtI work?  

Tier 1 – All students receive high-quality, research-based instruction in the 
general education classroom. The classroom instruction is enhanced by 
providing staff with training on effective teaching practices.  

Tier 2 – Assessments are given to all students to determine need for 
placement. Students either receive enrichment opportunities or additional 
targeted interventions. 

Enrichment Opportunities – Students making adequate progress in Tier 1 
experience additional learning opportunities beyond the regular course work.   

Targeted Interventions – Students not making adequate progress in Tier 1 
are provided more specific instruction based on their need in a small group 
setting. Individual progress is monitored on a regular basis.

Tier 3 – Students receive interventions provided in small groups or 
individually for those students who do not adequately respond to the 
targeted services and interventions provided in Tier 2.

Holden Middle School “SOAR” 

“Each day students use “SOAR” (RtI, Tier 2) 

time to get extra help or gain enrichment in the 

areas of Language Arts and or Math. Students meet 

with their teachers to improve on skills that have 

been identified as a need.”  

  
 

Dr. Michael Hough, 

Holden  Middle School Principal

What are the benefits of RtI?  
Response to Intervention has become one of 
the fastest growing and most successful 
problem-solving procedures used in our 
nation’s schools. RtI helps schools provide 
effective instruction to benefit all children. 
Through collaboration, everyone feels a 
shared responsibility for each child’s 

success. RtI is a positive, proactive approach 
to educating each and every child. 

Tier 3 
“Tier 3, is provided at every level 

(K-12) in the district. This provides 
individualized and intensive assistance for 

any student that may have missed a skill 
along the way. This level of student support sets 
Holden School District apart from other districts 
in the state.”  

Donna Fizer,   
Asst. Superintendent 

Holden Elementary “RtI” 

“Any elementary student needing 

extra support (help), work with our 

interventionists in small groups on 

specific reading and or math skills. These 

groups meet daily until the student has 

obtained the desired skill.” 
Angie Helms,  

Holden Elementary Principal 
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Holden High School “SOAR” 
“Any and all students that need 

additional help on a skill, can get extra 
assistance from their classroom teachers during 

“SOAR”. (RtI, Tier 2). This is available daily and 
is adjusted weekly to meet individual student 
needs.” 

    
Ginger Jones,  

Holden High School Principal



Co-teaching is the practice in which two or more certified 
teachers work with a class of students to meet the diverse needs 
of the students. Holden High School piloted the co-teaching 
model during the 2013-2014 school year in three courses. The 
purposes of co-teaching include:

After reviewing our student’s data from last year’s state assessment scores, we 
found that the use of co-teaching was beneficial to both the students and teachers. 
During the 2014-2015 school year, we expanded the co-teaching model to six high 
school courses and two middle school courses: 8th Grade Language Arts, 8th 
Grade Literacy, English 1, English 2, English 3, English 4, American History, and 
Physical Science. The teachers who are participating in the co-teaching model have 
gone through training and have a common plan to prepare lessons, grade papers 
and reflect on their experiences in the classroom. Mrs. Stacey Warren commented 
about co-teaching “sharing ideas with teachers I would not have typically had an 
opportunity to be in classroom with have helped me to gain strategies and share 
strategies”; “sharing strategies is beneficial to teaching and learning”.

Ms. Shawna Gard, Holden R-3 School District Process Coordinator, states “special 
education students who are in the regular education classroom are better prepared 
for their post secondary options such as college or technical school”. The co-
teaching model is a practice that Holden High School and Holden Middle School has 
embraced because of the benefits that all students are gaining from the experience. 
We look forward to seeing the continued benefits of the co-teaching model.

Catching Fire With 

Co-Teaching

• Students with disabilities are included in 
the general education classroom

• Students have the opportunity to be 
taught in a challenging, individualized 
manner 

• Students are actively participating in their 
learning

• Greater instructional intensity and uses a 
variety of teaching strategies

• Teachers will learn from each other’s 
expertise

• Provides additional support for all 
students

• More student enthusiasm and 
involvement

• More often a teacher is available to assist



MSIP 5 Standard Points Possible Points Earned Percent Earned 

Academic 
Achievement 

56 48 85.7% 

Subgroup 
Achievement 

14 9 64.3% 

College and 
Career Ready 

30 28 93.3% 

Attendance 10 9.5 95% 

Graduation Rate 30 30 100% 

Total 140 124.5 88.9% 

2013 140 119 85% 

FFA
   “It is important to have a strong FFA organization in our public schools because 
it teaches students about the future needs of our nation. No matter who you are, 
everyone touches agriculture in many ways on a day to day basis.  From the car 
you drive to the meals you eat, all Americans are involved in agriculture.”

Cody Loveall
President, Holden High School FFA

HHS MATH TEAM
“Math team gives students the opportunity to   
engage in enrichment activities in Mathematics, 

socialize with students who are also 
interested in Mathematics and compete 

against math teams from other schools.”
Andrea Evans

Math Team Sponsor 
Holden High School

                                Eagle Challenge

Middle school students enjoy participating in the annual Eagle Challenge. 
Approximately 100 students participate each year with every student 
having the opportunity to be involved at least once during their middle 
school experience.  The purpose of the Eagle Challenge is to enhance 
leadership skills and increase empathy for others. Students are arranged in 
family groups and participate in a variety of team-building activities for the 
day.  Family groups attend sessions on building character, displaying 
leadership, integrity and on getting along with others.  

MIDDLE SCHOOL DRAMA CLUB
  “Why would you do it?  If you think cutting 
drama club is a good idea, think again!         
It’s fun, crazy, and I love it.”

Rebecca Lairson
Drama Club Member, Holden Middle School

Students in Action

Accreditation, 

What is That?

Based on student performance on annual 
state assessments in the subjects of Math, 
Language Arts, Social Studies, and 
Science

How students score on the ACT, SAT, ASVAB, 
or COMPASS and # of Graduates that earn 
qualifying scores on AP, IB, or TSA  
assessments or earn early college credit. Also 
% of Graduates that attend post secondary 
education/training or military entry or work in 
career education field.

A score given based on the criteria: 
Do 90% of All Students attend 90% 
of the time?

A score given based on the criteria: 
The number of graduates based on 
the year they enter 9th grade

Academic Achievement scores based on 
performance of Black, Hispanic, Low 
Income, Students with Disabilities, and 
English Language Learners in Math, 
Language Arts, Social Studies, and 
Science

Schools are measured for accreditation 
in the state of Missouri using the NEW 
MSIP 5 criteria areas.

HHS Average ACT Score

21.5
21.7
21.9
22.1

2010 2011 2012 2013

Holden
Missouri

2014 Score
Our District’s Goal is  

90% or higher.

Starting in the Spring of 2015 
ALL HS Juniors will be 
required to take the ACT.



Holden R-III School
Foundation Board of Directors

Jacki Brandel, President
Gregg Montgomery, VP of Admin.
Sally Davidson, VP of Development
Wade Schroeder, Secretary
P. Kaye Chisler, Recording Secretary
Kyndal Phelps, Treasurer
Lisa Baker, Director
Donna Chaney, Director
Sara Lohe, Director
Marion Robey, Director

Holden R-III School
Foundation Members 

Sarah Abel
Mallori Adams
Stephanie Atkinson
Lisa Baker
Vicky Birkle
Jacki Brandel
Emily Brockhaus
Ruth Brockhaus
Julie Brunner
Morgan Burks
Sally Burnett
Vickie Elkins
Sally Burnett
Charlie Castle
Donna Chaney
P. Kaye Chisler
Kari Collett
Cindy Coomer
Allison Corwin
Cindy Curry
Celia Davidson
Dusty Davidson
Sally Davidson
Trina Davidson
Jeannae Dickerson
Renita Dougherty
Rick and Velta Edwards
Danielle Eggers
Robin Eissler
Vickie Elkins
Catherine Evans
Carly Ewing
Paige Farmer
Lindsey Farrar
Amy Fennewald
Donna Fizer
Bevy Fletchall
Joshua Funnell
Shawna Gard
Steve Garnier

2013-2014 MRVC 
Academic All Conference

Taylor Anderson, Sr. 
Austin Belt, So.
Zack Birkle, So.
Molly Brockhaus, Fr.
Colton Chisler, So.
Elena Closen, So.
Andrea Davis, Sr.
Aaron Dougherty, So.
Courtney Dougherty, Sr.
Jenna Dunbar, So.
Rebekah Ellison, Sr.
Sarah Fisher, Sr.
Kathryn Fitzgerel, Fr.
Tori Glover, So.
Ellan Harder, Fr.
Emily Hedrick, Sr.
Jake Hoffman, Jr.
Griffin Keller, Fr.
Micole Klover, So.
Matt Laing, Sr.
Margaret McAninch, Fr.
Austin Meads, Fr.
Skye Parker, Fr.
Tazmen Parker, Sr.
Tyler Phelps, So.
Shania Phillips, So.
Deanna Rigdon, So.
Katherine Rigdon, Sr. 
Courtney Roofener, Fr.
Annaliese Schroeder, Fr.
Jessica Shannon, Fr.
Colin Shore, So.
Michael Stehwien, Jr.
Celeste Watkins, Fr.
Bryanna Wehmeyer, Sr.

Foundation Members (cont’d.)
Linda Gilcrest 
Kristi Glover
Becca Goeddel
Tom and Misti Haun
Jerome and Sue Heiman
Angie Helms
Jan Hoffman
Mike Hough
Carla House
Gylin Huffman
Baillie James
Ginger Jones
Michelle Kearfott
Kathy Kilgore
Diane Klossen
Jo Lim
Teresa Littrell
Sara Lohe
Brenda Madsen 
James Martin
Bob and Linda Mickey
Ann Miller
Evan Montgomery
Gregg Montgomery
Trish Morris
Dorell Murray
Lisa Norris
O&M Enterprises
Sandy Organowski
Dustin Orton
Pam Owings
Morgan Parrish
Rose Peerson
Kyndal Phelps
Patty Raker
Ruth Richey
Brandy Roberson
Marion Robey
Wade Schroeder
Shakespeare Club
Lloyd and Robyn Sisk
Terry Sisk
Susan Stevens
Stephanie Stewart
Joan Stout
Camber Talley
Karen Talley
Tina Tate
Tracy Taylor
Shelli Tilden
Caleb Van Dyke
Hugh and Norma Ward
Sarah Watson
Katie Watterson
Jennifer Zielke

Holden R-III School District
Board of Education

Robert Hoffman, III, President
David Loveall, Vice-President
Bevy Fletchall, Treasurer
Mike Daldrup, Member
Bill Faust, Jr. Member
Tom Haun, Member
Gregg Montgomery, Member

Bright Futures Holden
Founding Members

Lisa Baker
Sharon Briscoe
Julie Brunner
Donna Fizer
Bevy Fletchall
Diane Klossen
Dave Loveall
Bob Mickey
Wade Schroeder
Don Slone
Michael Wakeman
Pat Zvacek

             Bright Futures
            Advisory Board

Robyn Sisk, President
Jo Lim, Community Coordinator
Cindy Coomer, School Coordinator
Rick Edwards, Bright Ideas Chair
Kristi Anstine, Member 
Jennifer Smithson, Member
Alicia Edwards, Member
Steve House, Member
Nancy Maxwell, Member
Shelli Tilden, Member
Becky Van Hooser, Member

Bright Futures
Site Council Members

(Elementary)

Susan Andree 
Sarah Burks
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Angie Helms
Jo Lim
Lisa Stoyko
Becky Van Hooser
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Site Council Members

(Middle School)

Emily Brockhaus 
Amy Fennewald 
Linda Gilcrest 
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Baillie James
Jo Lim
Teresa Littrell
Lisa Stoyko
Savannah Stoyko
Camber Talley
Ethan Taylor

   If we have inadvertently omitted someone’s name, we apologize. Please contact us and let us know.

Bright Futures
Site Council Members

(High School)

Angela Brown 
Katherine Corkran 
Lisa Fee 
Kristi Gregory 
Ginger Jones 
Ben Kiger
Jo Lim
Darcy Roach
Caleb Van Dyke

Holden Middle School 
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Debbie Leathers-Wood, Pres.
Shannon Andes, Vice-Pres.
Trisha Barker
Destiny Barron
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Chris Hertzog
Chari Iiams
Nadien McCartney
Angie McCarty
Casey Miller
Jennifer Pemberton
Holly Redhair
Darcy Roach
Erin Robinson
Tracy Shumate
Christie Slack
Jenny Sollars
Lisa Stoyko
Tina Strickland
Elizabeth Summers
Samantha VanBlarican

            Holden Elementary
                 PTO Members

Jennifer Agcopra
Valerie Agcopra
Jamie Albertson
Trish Barker
Destiny Barron
Frank and Tiffany Bartkoski
Tami Brown
Ronda Brown
Josh and Heather Drake
Lori Dunbar
Robin Eissler
Julie Flaspohler
Lori Fox
Carey Gilbert
Renee Graybill
Rebecca Hester
Carmen Huesgen
Ryan Keene
John and Jessica Kendrick
Lara Klover
Melanie Kratzer
Angel Mallen
Samantha Mangiaracina
Donna Mannschreck
Angie McCarty
Casey Miller
Matthew and Kristi Miller
Jessica Moir
Charlotte Nowell
Brian and Sarah Patton
Susan Remington
Toni Rinella
Erin Robinson
Rachel Rogers
Roxanne Schellman
Christie Slack
Sandi Souza
Lisa Stoyko
Ashley Struzick
Bryan and Melissa Tebbenkamp
Mindy Thomas
Dave and Jen Thomas
Cheri Totta
Becky Van Hooser
Amanda Yeaman
Heather Yoder
Brandy Young
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SIGN UP VOLUNTEER DONATE

CONTACT US 
816-850-4444

Holden R-III School District
1612 S. Main  

Holden, MO 64040

Wade Schroeder, Supt.
Donna Fizer, Asst. Supt.

Website: holdenschools.org
Activities: holdenathletics.org

General Questions : 
comments@holden.k12.mo.us

• School Foundation - Show 
your support through your 
annual membership. 
Membership levels: friend, 
family and founder.

• Join PTO/PSTO anytime! 
Your membership dues 
support our students!

• Bright Futures - Donate  
your Time, Talent or 
Treasure to help meet  
our students’ needs

• School Foundation -  
Make a contribution or 
establish a memorial,  
pledge or tribute

Holden High School
1901 S. Main (816) 732-5523
Ginger Jones, Principal
Caleb Van Dyke, Asst. Principal
Justin Remington, Activities Director

Holden Middle School
301 Eagle Drive (816) 732-4125
Mike Hough, Principal

Holden Elementary School
1903 S. Market (816) 732-6071
Angela Helms, Principal
Sarah Burks, Asst. Principal

• Elementary PTO -  
Parents/Teachers

• Middle School PSTO - 
Parents/Students/Teachers

• School Foundation 
• Advisory Committees
• Booster Clubs

We encourage you to apply for one of  
our job opportunities! Apply online:

https://holden.tedk12.com/hire/index.aspx



Untitled

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipisicing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor in-
cididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud ex-
ercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. 
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